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Aanii Kina Wiya,

As we step into November, I am pleased to share key updates on community 
safety, land advocacy, regional partnerships, and upcoming initiatives.

We were very proud to announce a renewed safety initiative for Lake 
Wanapitei in collaboration with Skead. The rescue boat previously donated 
to us by the City of Sudbury has been officially returned to Skead, this vital 
watercraft is going back on the lake to restore dedicated water safety and 
emergency response capacity for our shared waterways. See a link to the video 
below. 

Chi miigwech to those who attended the recent presentation from the RHT 
Trust representatives, whether it was online or in-person, we appreciate the 
ability to provide and share information with you.

In healthcare news, we attended a speech by RD David MacNeil, who outlined 
plans to add approximately 200 beds to regional health facilities within the 
next five years, a project that includes securing additional land to support the 
expansion. This means there will be improvements in care for our loved ones, 
and opportunities for employment. On the advocacy front, we attended a 
Land Claim meeting with Raj Dhir, Deputy Minister of Indigenous Affairs and 
First Nations Economic Reconciliation. During discussions, we brought forward 
critical feedback regarding Portelance Road being a critical access route that 
needs proper re-construction.

Our community’s economic and regional partnerships continued to grow 
alongside ADLP,  Atikameksheng, Technica, and Anmar. They gave an insightful 
presentation with leadership at Laurentian University. Additionally, we are 
pleased to highlight the recent signing ceremony for the launch of Mino-
Ayaawin Asin – “Rock of Prosperity” in partnership with Atikameksheng and 
Thompson Group. These advancements and partnerships continue to provide 
us the ability to grow our community, generate opportunities and benefit our 
generations for years to come. 

Finally, we invite everyone to join us in lovingly honouring Chris on Roq Your 
Mocs Day, November 16, by wearing your moccasins with pride, all donations 
made will be the benefit of the recipient of the Chris Roque Memorial 
Bursary from Bishop Alexander Carter CSS. Additionally, Heather is collecting 
donations for the Women’s Centre until December 1st, and any contributions 
to support local families this season are deeply appreciated.

As a reminder, all Chief and Council meetings continue to be live-streamed, and 
you can find the registration link inside the Members Portal. If you have not yet 
completed the Portelance Road Experience Survey, please take a moment to 
fill it out online to help us continue advocating for safer road conditions. We 
also encourage members to check the community website regularly for the 
latest job opportunities, there are training and education programs available 
to all members.

Miigwech, Chief Larry Roque

Wahnapitae First Nation 

Centre of Excellence
259 Taighwenini Trail Rd. Capreol, ON P0M 1H0

Phone: (705) 858-0610 Fax: (705) 858-5570

Hours: 
Monday 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

Tuesday - Thursday 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Closed Fridays and Statutory Holidays

Do you have questions, comments or suggestions, 
want to share something in our newsletter?

   communications@wahnapitaefn.com      
(705) 858-0610 Ext: 234

The Wahnapitae First Nation Community Newsletter is 
published on the last Thursday of every month. 

Selected photos and materials courtesy of the organization and staff, shutterstock.com, 
metrocreativeconnection.com, and canva.com. Created by the Communications Officer.

For the most up to date community 
information, notices, events and 
updates, visit wahnapitaefn.ca.

Members Portal
Register to access to  
member documents,  

surveys, votes and more.

E-notices
Receive member  
documents, surveys,  
votes and more by email.

How can we 
reach you? 

Scan to complete a survey.

Contact or visit us 
for copies or assistance.
     communications@wahnapitaefn.com

Scan to open video 
Lake Wanapitei 

Rescue Boat
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*Download the 6 month meeting calendar in the Members Portal!
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Education 
Dept. Update

The Education 
D e p a r t m e n t 
supported learners 
and families through regular school-
year programming while advancing 
student services, cultural education, 
youth activities, post-secondary 
supports, and long-term planning. 

School-based supports continued 
through regular visits, family 
communication, attendance 
monitoring, and coordination with 
educators. Staff worked with schools 
and regional partners to strengthen 
learning, tutoring, special education, 
and documentation supports while 
keeping transportation and student-
service records current. 

The After-School Program offered 
a busy mix of language learning, 
mindfulness, recreation, and seasonal 
activities. The Education Carnival was 
a successful community event, and 
planning continued for fall programs, 
a professional development day, and 
a family holiday gathering supported 
through newly approved community 
funding. 

Cultural education planning also 
moved forward. Work continued to 
prepare the Medicine Garden site 
and pursue additional funding, while 
upcoming school-based workshops, 
teachings, art activities, and land-
based learning opportunities were 
coordinated with community and 
education partners. 

Post-secondary and adult education 
services remained active. Staff 
continued regular learner check-ins, 
monthly payments, reimbursements, 
funding follow-up, and records 
updates. Scholarship outreach 
was extended to encourage more 
applications, and adult learners 
continued to be connected with 

tuition and training pathways 
through partner organizations. 

Behind the scenes, the department 
continued reviewing the multi-year 
Education Plan, preparing for the 
Education Committee, strengthening 
financial planning, and developing 
clearer procedures and forms for 
youth programming. Work also 
advanced on education governance, 
regional funding discussions, and 
technology and security planning for 
Education facilities. 

Looking ahead, the department will 
continue learner check-ins, school 

and family outreach, attendance 
support, cultural programming, and 
seasonal youth activities. The focus 
remains on coordinated services, 
welcoming learning opportunities, 
and practical systems that help staff 
respond consistently to community 
needs.  Miigwech.
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Their Own Earned Day of 
Honour: Remembering 
Indigenous Veterans with 
Respect and Truth
Across Canada, Indigenous Veterans 
Day on November 8 has come to 
powerfully recognize the courage 
and sacrifices of First Nations, 
Métis, and Inuit people who served 
in Canada’s armed forces. While 
Remembrance Day on November 
11 honours all who served, this 
earlier day holds a special place: 
it acknowledges not just military 
service, but the unique colonial 
struggles Indigenous veterans often 
faced when they came home. 
For many Indigenous veterans, 
returning from war did not bring the 
gratitude or support they deserved. 
As reported by Global News, they 
were frequently denied the same 
benefits as other veterans; pensions 
and supports were often handled 
through “Indian agents” rather than 
standard veterans’ services.
Some faced overt racism or had to 
give up their Indigenous status to 
access benefits,  a painful trade-off 
between identity and survival. 
Because of these injustices, 
November 8 has become a day of 

healing and remembrance. It was 
first marked in Winnipeg in 1994, 
and more than 30 years later, it has 
spread to communities across the 
country. 

In Manitoba this day is now 
enshrined by law,  a formal 
corrective to decades of invisibility. 

At ceremonies, such as those in 
Toronto’s Spirit Garden, there is 
a deep sense of reverence and 
connection: sacred fires, sharing 
circles, traditional rituals, and stories 
passed down across generations. 

It is a space not just to honour 
service, but to mourn the loss, the 
pain, and the resilience.

Leaders from across Canada,  
including the Prime Minister  
reaffirm the importance of this day. 
Indigenous service members have 
defended this land across centuries, 
from the War of 1812 through 
global conflicts and peacekeeping 
missions. 
The government acknowledges 
that while their bravery was never 
in doubt, their sacrifices were not 
always fully recognized. 

By keeping Indigenous Veterans 
Day separate, Canada makes room 
for a fuller, more honest reckoning: 
a recognition that service and 
sacrifice look different when 
viewed through the lens of colonial 
history. For many Indigenous 
people, November 8 is not just a 
day to remember,  it’s a testament 
to resilience, dignity, and the 
ongoing journey toward healing.

Sources: “National Indigenous Veterans Day: 
Honouring Indigenous Contributions,” Lookout 
Newspaper, Vol. 70, Issue 21, October 20, 2025. 
Pacific Navy News; IIndigenous veterans ‘served 
with distinction,’ and came home to no …”, 
Global News, November 8, 2024. Global News; 
“National Indigenous Veterans Day honours ‘often 
overlooked …”, Global News, November 8, 2021. 
Global News; “Indigenous Veterans”, Veterans 
Affairs Canada Educational Backgrounder. veterans.
gc.ca; “Canada’s National Indigenous Veterans Day 
and Remembrance Day: Honouring a Legacy of 
Service and Sacrifice”, Baffin Correctional Service/
Peer Review Blog, October 25, 2024. bccrns.ca;
“Indigenous Veterans Day”, City of Toronto 
Tributes page.
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Notice: 
Transfer Station Changes 
for Local Commercial 
Businesses
Dear Local Business Owners,

With construction of the Wahnapitae First 
Nation (WFN) Transfer Station underway, we 
would like to inform local commercial businesses 
of upcoming changes that will take effect 
once the new facility is in operation. Under 
the new policies associated with the transfer 
station, commercial businesses will no longer 
be permitted to dispose of waste at the landfill 
or transfer station. This applies to any business 
that is not band-owned. These businesses will 
be responsible for arranging disposal of their 
general waste and recycling.

WFN understands that this change may create 
challenges for some businesses. WFN is open 
to having a meeting and discussing potential 
disposal options or agreements and willing to 
assist by helping align businesses with third-
party contractors as needed. 

An additional notice will be sent as the 
completion of the transfer station approaches. 
In the meantime, if you have any questions or 
require additional information, please contact 
Cody Kramp at cody.kramp@wahnapitaefn.com.

Sincerely,
Cody Kramp
Waste Diversion Superintendent
Wahnapitae First Nation
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Partners in Stewardship: 
Mino-Ayaawin Asin “Rock of 
Prosperity” Signing Ceremony

Together with Atikameksheng 
Anishnawbek, and Thompson 
Construction Group we officially 
celebrated the launch of Mino-
Ayaawin Asin – “Rock of Prosperity.”

This partnership represents much 
more than pursuing construction 
and major project opportunities. It 
is about building long-term capacity, 
creating meaningful Indigenous 
participation in the regional economy, 
supporting employment and training 
opportunities, growing Indigenous 
businesses, and ensuring that our 
communities share in the prosperity 
happening within our traditional 
territories.The signing ceremony 
brought together Indigenous 
leadership, industry, government 
and regional business leaders to 
celebrate what can be accomplished 
when strong relationships are built 
on trust, respect and a shared vision 
for the future.A sincere Miigwech 
to Gimaa Craig Nootchtai and 
Atikameksheng Anishnawbek, our 
Chief Larry Roque of Wahnapitae 
First Nation, Aaron Bishop and the 
entire Thompson Construction 
Group team, our economic 
development corporations, and 
everyone who joined us last night 
to mark this important milestone.
There is a tremendous amount of 
opportunity ahead of us, and this is 
only the beginning. Mino-Ayaawin 
Asin — Rock of Prosperity. Building 
opportunity. Building capacity. 
Building prosperity together.
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Essential Home Winterization: 
Simple Prep & Misunderstood 
Steps
As autumn winds make way for 
the crisp chill of winter, getting 
your home ready for the freezing 
temperatures ahead is one of the 
best ways to protect your property 
and keep heating costs manageable. 
While most homeowners remember 
to clean out the gutters and check 
the furnace filter, several lesser-
known maintenance tasks are often 
overlooked, yet they can make a 
world of difference when winter 
hits full force.

The Basics You Shouldn’t Skip:
•	 Clear dead leaves and debris 

from gutters and downspouts 
to ensure melting snow drains 
freely rather than pooling and 
freezing into damaging ice dams. 

•	 Inspect weatherstripping 
around windows and exterior 
doors, replacing worn seals to 
keep warm air in and cold drafts 
out. 

•	 Outdoors, drain hose bibs, 
disconnect garden hoses, and 
store patio furniture and lawn 
equipment in a dry shed or 
garage.

4 Winter Prep Steps People Often 
Forget
Reverse Your Ceiling Fans: Most 
ceiling fans have a small directional 
switch on the motor housing. 
Switching your fan to run clockwise 
on low creates a gentle updraft, 
pushing warm air, which naturally 
rises to the ceiling back down into 
your living space to improve heat 
distribution.

Insulate Wall Outlets and Switch 
Plates: Electrical boxes on exterior-
facing walls can allow surprising 
amounts of cold air to enter your 
home. Installing inexpensive foam 
insulation gaskets behind cover 
plates is an easy weekend project 
that stops hidden drafts instantly.

Inspect Foundation & Dryer Vents: 
Check your foundation perimeter 
for cracks or small gaps, sealing them 
with exterior caulking to keep out 
cold air and curious winter pests. 
Additionally, inspect your outdoor 
clothes dryer vent to ensure the 
damper opens and closes freely 
without lint buildup.

Test Sump Pumps and Shut-Off 
Valves: Cold snaps can test your 
plumbing, and mid-winter thaws 
bring sudden water runoff. Locate 
your main water shut-off valve to 
ensure it turns smoothly in case of 
a emergency pipe burst, and pour 
a bucket of water into your sump 
pump basin to confirm the float 
switch activates properly.

Taking an hour or two this month 
to tackle these quick checks will 
ensure your home stays cozy, dry, 
and efficient all season long.
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Tammy Roque

Taylor Nicholls

Neil Young

Bertha Clark-Jones

Who is this??
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APPLY TODAY! ANISHINABEKPOLICE.CA
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What the Medicine Wheel
Traditional Drumming Song, Provided by 
Lori Corbiere, Land-based Worker

TWO ROUNDS, 2nd round no drum on 
last 2 lines.

I want to know what the Medicine 
Wheel has to say to me tonight,
I want to know what the Medicine 
Wheel has to say to me tonight, 
I have opened my heart wide to 
hear Great Spirit calling, 
I have laughed and i have cried 
through every lesson’s learning.

I will bless what the Medicine 
Wheel has to say to me tonight, 
I will bless what the Medicine 
Wheel has to say to me tonight, 
I have opened my heart wide to 
hear Great Spirit calling, 
I have laughed and i have cried 
through every lesson’s learning.

AFTER TWO ROUNDS
I want to know what the Medicine 
Wheel has to say to me tonight,
I will bless what the Medicine 
Wheel has to say to me tonight,
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• Hand Drumming-6pm • Soup’s ON! - 12pm
• Senior’s TLC -1pm

• Diabetic Breakfast 
Club RSVP Nov 2.

• Wellness 
Wednesday- 10am
• Seniors Outing: 
Bingo- 5:30pm RSVP 
Nov 2.

• Congregate Dining- 
5pm RSVP Nov 2.

Seniors Activity Kits RSVP

• Quill Medallion 
WS-9am RSVP Nov 2.

• Teen Talk -5pm 
RSVP Nov 3.

• 
• Annual Diabetes 
Day- 10 am

• Christmas Porch 
Leaners WS-10am 
RSVP Nov 5.

• Hand Drumming-6pm

• Soup’s ON!- 12pm
• Good Food Box PU 
RSVP Nov 5. OFFICES CLOSED

• Wellness 
“Wednesday”- 10am
• Service ON- 3pm

• Bannock Baking 
& Crafts- 5pm RSVP 
Nov 1.

• Fire Cider/Vapo 
Rub WS- 9am 
RSVP Nov 9.

• Seniors Outing: 
Market- 9am RSVP 
Nov 12.

Social Sensory Kits RSVP

• Roq Your Mocs Day
• Hand Drumming-6pm

• Soup’s ON!- 12pm
• Senior’s TLC-1pm

• Diabetic Breakfast 
Club- 9:30am RSVP 
Nov 16.

• Healthy Recipe 
OTM-1pm RSVP Nov 11.

• Nutrition Bingo -5pm

• Youth Eagle Staff 
Meeting- 10am
• Youth Program 
Development 
Meeting- 5:30pm

• Gauntlet Mitt WS- 
9am RSVP Nov 19.

• Hand Drumming-6pm • Soup’s ON!- 12pm
• Senior’s TLC- 1pm
• Elder’s Healthy 
Bins PU- 2pm

• Wellness 
Wednesday- 10am
• Youth Game Night-
4pm RSVP Nov 5.

• Book Club 
Discussion-1:30pm 
RSVP Nov 5.

• NRHC Services 
Discussion- 1-3pm 
& 5-8pm

• Powwow Bingo & 
Dinner Fundraiser- 4pm

• Hand Drumming-6pm
• Chief & Council 
Regular Meeting-
6:30pm RSVP Nov 23.

• World AIDS Day 
Info Session- 10am
• Soup’s ON! - 12pm
• Senior’s TLC -1pm
Book Club RSVP

• Diabetic Breakfast 
Club- 9:30am RSVP 
Nov 30.

• Wellness 
Wednesday- 10am

Seniors Activity Kits RSVP • Teen Talk -5pm 
RSVP Dec 2.

• Christmas 
Parade & Feast- 
4:30pm RSVP Dec 1

• Christmas 
Congregate Dining- 
5pm RSVP Nov 30.

• Hand Drumming-6pm • Soup’s ON! - 12pm
• Senior’s TLC -1pm
• Good Food Box PU 
RSVP Dec 3.

• Diabetic Breakfast 
Club- 9:30am RSVP 
Dec 7.

• Seniors Outing: 
Bowling- 5:30pm 
RSVP Dec 7.

Healthy Recipe OTM RSVP

Hallowe’en Photo Contest - Ends Nov 2 

Winter Photo Contest - Submit by Monday, January 11

Winter Photo Contest - Submit by Monday, January 11

Winter Photo Contest - Submit by Monday, January 11

Winter Photo Contest - Submit by Monday, January 11

Winter Photo Contest - Submit by Monday, January 11

Winter Photo Contest - Submit by Monday, January 11

Ntl. Addictions Awareness Wk



